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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1 to 15 (canceled) 

Claim 16 (currently amended): A method of information processing comprising: 
receiving a command from a pr e d e t e rmin e d us e r p rovider apparatus ; 

processing the command from th e pr e d e t e rmin e d us e r b y utilizing a 
memory section that includes a llocates to a first area and a second area, 
athe first area for storing data relat e d to at l e ast on e us e r; including a plurality 
of area definition blocks each of which stores (i) information relating to a 
predetermined area in the second area which is used by one or more provider 
apparatuses and (ii) access right data for one of the plurality of provider apparatuses 
associated with the area definition block which defines access rights to the 
predetermined area, wherein the area definition blocks define the information and the 
access rights data so that the predetermined area of the second area associated with 
the provider apparatus can be accessed by another provider apparatus, the second area 

a s e cond area allocat e d, based on th e actual amount of information to b e 
stor e d, within an unus e d portion of the first ar e a; 

wherein th e second ar e a is utiliz e d by th e at l e ast on e us e r stor e d in said first 

wh e rein th e s e cond ar e a is manag e d in including a plurality of user blocks 
managed in a block unit having a predetermined size that stores a plurality of data that 
r e sp e ctively pr e scrib e s diff e r e nt acc e ss rights to e ach of th e at least on e user stored in 
th e first ar e a, wh e rein th e block unit includ e s a plurality of blocks that includ e : 
a first block numb e r; and 

a second block numb e r; 
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wh e r e in the first and s e cond block numbers r e flect the siz e of th e memory ar e a 
associated with e ach us e r bas e d on the actual amount of information stor e d for e ach 
use?, the block unit being used by a plurality of provider apparatuses, 

wherein processing the command includes accessing one of the plurality of 
area definition blocks associated with the provider apparatus ; and 

transmitting results of said processing. 

Claim 17 (previously presented): The method of claim 16, wherein an unused area of 
the second area is allocated to said first area. 

Claim 18 (currently amended): The method of claim 16, wherein processing the 
command is proc e ss e d by referrin g includes accessing two or more area definition 
blocks data o f having different access rights to a same predetermined area . 

Claim 19 (currently amended): The method of claim 16, wherein the second area 
includes a common area which is accessible by two or more of the at least on e 
ase rpluralitv of provider apparatuses . 

Claim 20 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving a command from a provider apparatus pr e d e t e rmined user : 
means for processing the received command by utilizing a memory section 
that allocates to a first area and a second area, the first area including a plurality of 
area definition blocks each of which stores (i) information relating to a predetermined 
area in the second area which is used by one or more provider apparatuses and (ii) 
access right data for one of the plurality of provider apparatuses associated with the 
area definition block which defines access rights to the predetermined area, wherein 
the area definition blocks define the information and the access rights data so that the 
predetermined area of the second area associated with the provider apparatus can be 
accessed by another provider apparatus, the second area including a plurality of user 
blocks managed in a block unit having a predetermined size, the block unit being used 
by a plurality of provider apparatuses, 

wherein processing the command includes: 
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determining the access right data for one of the plurality of area 
definition blocks associated with the provider apparatus; and 

accessing the predetermined area associated with the one fo the 
plurality of area definition blocks in accordance with the determined access right data; 
and 

means for transmitting results of said processing and g e n e rating a r e sult; 
m e ans for transmitting th e r e sult of th e proc e ssed command; and 
a memory, th e m e mory includes: 

a first area for storing data of at l e ast one user; and 
a s e cond area d e t e rmin e d on the actual amount of information to b e 
stor e d, the s e cond area allocated in an unus e d portion of the first ar e a, th e second area 
utiliz e d by th e at l e ast on e us e r stor e d in th e first ar e a; 

a block unit configured to manag e th e s e cond ar e a, the block unit having a 
pr e d e t e rmin e d siz e ; 

wherein th e m e mory is configur e d to stor e a plurality of data for pr e scribing 
diff e rent access rights to e ach of the at l e ast on e user and wh e r e in th e memory 
includ e s a pred e termined ar e a in said second ar e a that includ e s a plurality of blocks 
that includ e a first block numb e r and a s e cond block numb e r, wh e rein th e first and 
s e cond block numb e rs r e fl e ct th e siz e of th e memory ar e a associat e d with e ach of th e 
at l e ast on e us e r bas e d on th e actual amount of information stor e d for e ach of the at 
least on e us e r . 

Claim 21 (previously presented): The information processing apparatus of claim 20, 
wherein the second area is accessed by r e f e rring determining the access rights to a 
same predetermined area associated with t wo or more area definition b locks data 
e fhaving different access rights to that same predetermined area . 

Claim 22 (currently amended): The information processing apparatus of claim 21, 
wherein the second area includes a block unit defined to be accessed from two or 
more of the at least on e use r plurality of provider apparatuses . 
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Claim 23 (currently amended): The information processing apparatus as claimed in 
claim 20, wherein the second area includes a common area which is accessible by two 
or more of the plurality of provider apparatuse; 



Claim 24 (previously presented): The information processing apparatus as claimed in 
claim 20, wherein data related to each access right is either read/write access data or 
read only access data. 



Claim 25 (currently amended): A method of information processing comprising: 
receiving a command from a provider apparatus : 

processing said command by by utilizing a memory section that allocates to a 
first area and a second area, the first area including a plurality of area definition 
blocks each of which stores (i) information relating to a predetermined area in the 
second area which is used by one or more provider apparatuses and (ii) access right 
data for one of the plurality of provider apparatuses associated with the area definition 
block which defines access rights to the predetermined area, wherein the area 
definition blocks define the information and the access rights data so that the 
predetermined area of the second area associated with the provider apparatus can be 
accessed by another provider apparatus, the second area including a plurality of user 
blocks managed in a block unit having a predetermined size, the block unit being used 
by a plurality of provider apparatuses, 

wherein processing the command includes: 

determining the access right data for one of the plurality of area 
definition blocks associated with the provider apparatus; and 

accessing the predetermined area associated with the one fo the 
plurality of area definition blocks in accordance with the determined access right data: 
and 

transmitting results of said processing utilizing a m e mory s e ction: 
d e fining a first ar e a in th e m e mory s e ction, the first ar e a configur e d to stor e a 
plurality of data related to at l e ast on e us e r; 
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d e fining a s e cond ar e a in an unutilized portion of the first ar e a, wher e in th e 
s e cond ar e a is utilized by th e at l e ast one us e r and the siz e of th e s e cond ar e a is bas e d 
on th e actual amount of information stor e d; 

providing a block unit to manage th e s e cond ar e a, wher e in the block unit has a 
pred e t e rmined size;: 

wher e in th e block unit stor e s a plurality of data for prescribing 
diff e r e nt acc e ss rights to e ach of th e at least on e us e r and a pr e d e t e rmin e d area in s aid 
s e cond ar e a in said first ar e a; and 

wh e r e in th e block unit includ e s a plurality of blocks that includ e a first 
block numb e r and a s e cond block number, said first and second block numbers 
refl e cting the siz e of th e m e mory s e ction associat e d with each us e r bas e d on the actual 
amount of information stor e d for e ach user; and 

transmitting r e sults of said processing . 



Claim 26 (currently amended): An information processing apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving a command from an apparatus for providing service; 

means for processing the received command by utilizing a memory section 
that allocates to a first area and a second area, the first area including a plurality of 
area definition blocks each of which stores (i) information relating to a predetermined 
area in the second area which is used by one or more apparatuses for providing 
service and (if) access right data for one of the plurality of apparatuses for providing 
service associated with the area definition block which defines access rights to the 
predetermined area, wherein the area definition blocks define the information and the 
access rights data so that the predetermined area of the second area associated with 
the provider apparatus can be accessed by another provider apparatus, the second area 
including a plurality of user blocks managed in a block unit having a predetermined 
size, the block unit being used by a plurality of apparatuses for providing service, 

wherein processing the command includes accessing one of the plurality of 
area definition blocks associated with the apparatus for providing service; and 

means for transmitting results of said processing and g e n e rating a r e sult; 

m e ans for transmitting th e generat e d r e sults; and 

a m e mory section including: 
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a first ar e a for storing block data relating to on e or mor e s e rvic e 

a s e cond area allocated in an unus e d portion of said first area, wh e rein 
th e second ar e a is utiliz e d by th e one or more s e rvic e providers stored in the first ar e a 
and th e siz e of th e s e cond ar e a is based on th e actual amount of information stor e d, 

wher e in th e s e cond area is manag e d in a block unit having a 
pr e d e t e rmin e d siz e , th e block unit including a plurality of blocks that includ e a first 
block number and a s e cond block numb e r, wh e r e in th e first and s e cond block 
numbers refl e cting th e size of th e m e mory area associat e d with e ach u se r bas e d on th e 
actual amount of information stor e d for e ach us e r, 

wher e in th e block data stor e d in th e first ar e a includ e s definition data which 
d e fines a predetermined ar e a d e fin e d by th e blocks in the s e cond ar e a and access right 
data which defin e s acc e ss rights to the second area, wh e r e in th e s e cond area is 
accessibl e by a us e r bas e d on a plurality of the block data stored in th e first area, said 
block data us e d by th e r e sp e ctiv e s e rvic e provid e r s including th e acc e ss right data 
which defines diff e r e nt acc e ss rights to th e second ar e a . 

Claim 27 (currently amended): The information processing apparatus as claimed in 
claim 2726, wherein the block unit is configured to be accessed from b y two or more 
service providers. 



